More than 1.3 billion people in developing countries are lacking access to electricity.
Lacking access to electricity is often seen as a major obstacle to human and economic development.
The United Nations pursue universal access to electricity by 2030 via their initiative Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All).
The Rwandan Electricity Access Roll-Out Program Programme (EARP) is one of the most ambitious electrification interventions in Africa, endowed with a budget of almost 380 Mio USD for its first phase (2009 and 2013 The availability of electricity in rural areas does not change income generating activities of households Impacts are on softer levels such as a greater flexibility of household members to organize their daily routine.
Through increased mobile phone usage and higher exposure to radio and TV, access to information is substantially improved.
Apart from the potential for entertainment, this can leads to changes in attitudes.
